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Whoa! Is there room in our lives for visions we cannot explain? Have we closed our minds 
to truth that does not fit our ra onal categories? 
 
Well, for James, Peter, and John the Transfiguration was a reality. and I bet that was a 
sight for their sore eyes! 
 
So, let us try to make sense of why this Transfiguration occurred and how the story could 
relate to us today. First, why call it “Transfiguration Sunday?” It seems pretty obvious 
when the scripture says Jesus was transfigured then!  
 
But others prefer to call it the more melodious Quinquagesima (pronounced quin-ka-
jess-semma Sunday). What? Relax, it is just another name for Transfiguration Sunday! 
The Latin prefix “quin” is a clue…it means the fiftieth day before Easter.  
 
Or others will just tell you it marks the last Sunday before Lent. Whoa…who can believe 
lent starts this week already? Hold on to your hats! Wednesday is Ash Wednesday! 
 
Sometimes we think of Lent as the season of gloom and doom, so why does this dazzling 
day of glory come before it? Seriously? When has the idea of a brilliantly glowing holy 
figure ever meant anything anyway? What happened on that mountaintop when Jesus 
went to pray with Peter, James and John?  
 
In the past this threesome hasn’t shown any special insight into Jesus’ teaching or 
identity. How could Jesus' clothing become dazzling white without the invention Clorox? 
Plus, here, oddly enough, Jesus joins two dead people for a few moments! Why did these 
prophets from long ago appear on the mountaintop with him? 
 
With Moses and Elijah, Jesus is standing in very impressive company. These men know 
what it is to share close communion with God! They are two of the most revered 
prophets in the Jews memories. Here are three examples of what made those two 
ancient prophets great.  
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For one thing, in the Bible, each man shares a moment of striking closeness with God. 
Moses talks with God through a burning bush and on a high mountaintop. Elijah 
encounters God in a strange “sound of sheer silence.”  It appears that when these men 
are so close to God, things are about to change.  
 
Joining Moses and Elijah in the cloud gave Jesus creditability. It helps the disciples 
recognize that Jesus is the living presence of the law and the prophets.  So, you could say 
that this is a day of enlightenment for all present. This is the incredible day that Jesus 
transfigured into a heavenly being amongst them! So, pay a en on to Peter, James, and 
John! 
 
For us, it might be easier to relate to this day as the last Sunday of Epiphany. 
Would any of you want to hazard a guess at what the definition of epiphany is? Well, in 
the Church’s meaning it accounts for the time from Jesus’ birth, through the revealing of 
Jesus’ identity on Transfiguration Sunday. 
 
Now, in Webster’s dictionary epiphany commonly denotes a revealing scene or moment, 
or a sudden realization of something.  
 
Have you ever experienced this type of epiphany? Sometimes, nothing is obvious like the 
Transfiguration. Sometimes, the epiphanies we get to experience in life consists of 
glimpses, and we aren’t even sure that they are really ours to see. One of my epiphanies 
may have been the day I realized I couldn’t control my children’s behavior! 
 
But seriously, an epiphany may be a realization, or an epiphany can also be a noteworthy 
specific event, like the transfiguration of Jesus on that Sunday! Let’s continue elaborating 
about this flabbergasting epiphany! 
 
This blazing transformation of Jesus is confounding, but it’s not subtle. This 
transfiguration Peter, James, and John experience is a whopper, and it appears that they 
are dealing with a Jesus who wants to be seen. 
Here, Jesus becomes a beacon, like a lighthouse glaring in the middle of the desert. God’s 
heavenly voice booms out to these witnesses that this is his beloved Son and to listen to 
him! Surely God calling Jesus his Son identifies him as the Messiah! 
 
This epiphany is very public and invites all around to jump to attention! Here, as a 
transfigured body clothed in shining garments, Jesus is seen in all his glory! This amazing 
event of transformation is indeed a celebration of the visible! 
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Mark’s stories are so full of concealment and secrecy, it is the Gospel known for 
harboring the “Messianic Secret!”  The transfigura on for the disciples flies in the face of 
that secrecy, so, they must sit up and take no ce! Here Jesus is conspicuous for them to 
know and see that he is the Son of God.  
 
As our first reading in Corinthians said “6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of 
darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ”. 
 
In an article in “The Working Preacher”, Matt Skinner also says:   
“Because the Transfiguration is so bizarre and unusual, it can be easy to assume that 
we’re supposed to approach it with sober reverence and awe. But that isn’t how God 
views it. For God, the Transfiguration presents an opportunity to declare love for the one 
called “Son.” 
 
“If God is capable of smiling, this would be the occasion in which that happens. I don’t 
see how anyone can talk of one’s “beloved” without breaking into a pleased grin.”  
 
The bright light of the Jesus’ Transfiguration affirms life, a light that shines ahead into 
Lent to keep that grim season in perspective. It is never without hope and confidence. 
This light speaks a promise that Jesus is with us. And that God is recognizable and seeks 
to be seen.  
 
Here, Jesus is revealed as the Messiah. Fearlessly immerse yourself in the cloud with him. 
Let yourself be drawn to him in his dazzling splendor as a moth to a flame. But instead of 
perishing, just let the light envelop you, bask in the brilliance of his glow and hold on to 
the promise of his light throughout this Lenten season! In Jesus name, Amen. 
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